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Probably no plant is collected or hybridized with more fervor than the daylily. Often called the �perfect perennial� because of its easy cultivation, variety of types and range of bloom times, the daylily has been hybridized to create forms and colors unimaginable just a generation ago. 

All gardeners know that daylilies are clump-forming, herbaceous perennials with fibrous roots, grass-like leaves and scapes (leafless stalks) that bear flowers. What they may not know is the myriad of color patterns and their names. 

For example, a �self� is a flower with petals and sepals of the same color. A �blend� is a flower with petals and sepals that are a mix of two colors, while a �polychrome� has petals and sepals that are a blend of three or more colors. 

Now it gets more interesting. A �bicolor� has petals and sepals that are different colors, while a �bitone� has parts that are the same color, but different shades of that color. 

If the flower has a zone of varying color between the throat and its tips, it has an �eye,� or a �band,� or a �halo� or a �watermark,� depending on the shade, location and intensity of the zone.

Differences in coloring of the edges, the tips, the midrib; the evenness of color; and the reflectivity of the flower��s surface have their own distinguishing names, from �picoteed� to �diamond dusted� and more. 

Add to these color variables the differing flower forms, plant sizes and bloom times, and you can guess how many thousands, perhaps millions, of possibilities exist. 
I found out just how interesting hybridizing can be when Doyle Rash, a Greenville daylily hobbyist, showed me the basics last year. 

In the morning after new blooms open, but before 11 a.m. when the heat of the day makes fertilization unlikely, Doyle takes the stamen from a father plant and rubs it over the pistil of a mother plant. Any seeds that develop from the cross will have characteristics of both parents, but may be completely different from each. 

Sounds simple enough, but Doyle pointed out some daylilies are diploid (with 22 chromosomes) and some are tetraploid (with 44 chromosomes), and you can only breed a �dip� with a �dip,� and a �tet� with a �tet.� 

Once the daylily scape begins to dry and the seed pod is mature, Doyle collects the seeds and puts them in the refrigerator for the winter. Come spring, usually around the first of April, the seeds are planted in the garden. 

Seedlings grow a few years before they bloom and the winnowing process begins, with Doyle evaluating the blooms and selecting the best ones to keep and discarding the rest. Doyle, who prefers large blooms and ruffled edges, has several spectacular crosses to his credit. 

Another local grower, Cynthia Gibson, cultivates and sells more than 700 varieties of registered daylilies at her farm on Roper Mountain Road. Cynthia�s large collection offers a look at the wide range of daylily types. 

Of special interest to me was the double-flowered form, especially the cultivar �Peggy Jeffcoat,� a pale peachy-yellow selection named for a daylily grower who lives in the Midlands and who also happens to be a fellow Master Gardener. 

�All American Chief,�� with its striking red and yellow spider-like blooms (elongated petals and sepals), also caught my eye. 

Cynthia says fads among hybridizers and customers come and go. Just a few years ago red blooms were all the rage. This year, yellow and white flowers have proven the most popular. 

What ever forms or colors you prefer, Cynthia encourages gardeners to choose some plants that bloom early in the season, some that bloom mid-season and some that bloom late, so the daylily garden flowers from May through September. 

The new hybridized types are a far cry from the orange ditch lilies that bloom along rural roadsides, or even the delightfully-scented lemon lilies and other early forms that grew in our grandmothers�� gardens. But if you�re like me, you find them all irresistible. 
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